
CHAPTER XI 

NEW DENOMINATIONS AND CHURCHES 

THE BRICK MEETING-HOUSE 

Conditions in town and church affairs in the preceding years had so 
changed that in 1831 the building of a new Congregational Meeting
house became necessary. The old Congregational Church, nearly as 
old as the town itself, could no longer call the town Meeting-house 
its own. New denominations ·with different creeds had been estab
lished and grown in numbers so that they could rightly demand their 
share in the use of the old Meeting-house the fathers had built by the 
labor of all. By the Toleration Act of 1819, all connection between 
government and the church had been severed. The old :Meeting
house belonged to the town and not to the church, and when allotted 
to the various denominations in proportion to their numbers, it could 
be used only on alternating Sundays, which soon proved an unsatis
factory arrangement for all. Already the Baptists had built a house 
of worship of their own in Factory Village (now East Jaffrey) and the 
Congregationalists and 'Cniversalists were left to share between them 
their proportionate part of the time the pulpit and pe,vs in the town 
Meeting-house. 

The Brick Meeting-house at Jaffrey Center, now more than one 
hundred years old, is one of the finest examples of good community 
work well done that the town affords. It was built for the ages, out 
of brick and stone, and its foundations were laid deep and strong, 
symbolic of the builders themselves. It is a house of fair proportions 
that in symmetry and line might furnish a model for a country meet
ing-house today. 

David Gilmore, Esquire, a trusty man, ,vas chairman of the build
ing committee and upon him seems to have rested the burden of man
agement and superintendence of a work carried on with such effi
ciency and dispatch as to be finished and paid for in a little more than 
a year, even to the footscraper on the doorstone, the green notifica
tion box at the door, and the tassels on the pulpit cover. With him 
on the building committee ,vere four other men of experience and 
judgment, Captain Samuel Patrick, farmer and carpenter, Captain 
Edward Spaulding, farmer and stone mason, John Fox, farmer and 
gentleman, and Jonas M. Melville, banker and treasurer of the com
mittee. 
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The period from 1830 to 1840 was one of the most prosperous in 
the history of the town. Movement from the farms to the villages 
had hardly begun, and reckoned on an agricultural basis the town was 
well filled. And, a century ago, as will appear from the figures below, 
the wages of labor were scarcely more than a tithe of those paid to
day. It thus was a relatively simple task to raise immediately needed 
funds of $2,000 by the sale of one hundred shares in the new under
taking at twenty dollars each, these shares to be retired from the 
proceeds of the sale of pews in the completed building. So judiciously 
was the whole project carried out that the cost of the brick meeting
house down to the last item, a pair of hinges for the vestry door at 
one dollar, was $2,680.63. Meanwhile, there had been received for 
"slips" (pews) sold in advance $2,857.77, leaving a balance of" choice 
money," as it was aptly called, of $216.95. From this surplus 
a dividend of six per cent was returned to the purchasers of pews and 
Treasurer Melville, in his final report, November 26, 1832, showed a 
credit balance of $5.96. 

But still we must marvel at the great accomplishment with the 
scanty means available. The meeting-house itself, today as firm 
and, with minor repairs, as perfectly adapted to the purposes of the 
builders as when it sheltered its first congregation, is striking evidence 
that no structural requirement was slighted. The massive doorstone, 
twenty feet long, four feet wide, and eight inches and more thick, with 
the wear of a hundred thousand footsteps upon it, is good for cen
turies more. Estimated to weigh eight tons or over, with ninety
eight and two-thirds square feet of finely hammered surface, done 
square and true by hand before modern stone-cutting appliances 
were in use, it tells an epic tale of almost herculean labor at small 
cost, when that story is translated by reference to the treasurer's re
port. 

Thomas Adams of Marlborough had the contract to furnish that 
stone from his quarry for $27.62. Squire Gilmore assumed the re
sponsibility of transportation over Monadnock Mountain with active 
work in charge of his son, David Harvey Gilmore, evidently an ox
teamster of resource and skill. On January 31, 1831, the stone began 
its momentous journey on sleds over the snow, David Gilmore 
charging $1.83 for the services of himself, his son, and four oxen. 
Abner Bailey was there with four oxen, for which he charged $1.00 
a day, and Luke Nichols furnished a pair of oxen without driver for 
fifty cents a day. This motive power of five yoke of oxen brought 
the load to the foot of the mountain in two days. But there the 
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force of gravitation was increasingly encountered and additional aid 
was sought. Aaron Bolster, who lived near, obligingly loaned his 
team of oxen, while Elias Mann who lived at the top of the ridge pro
vided another pair, the two costing $1.00. Somewhere along the 
route the oxen of a man named ·wmard were pressed into service for 
which he received fifty cents. The strain exerted by the fourteen 
sturdy cattle in putting their shoulders to the yoke must have been 
terrific, for the blacksmith at Mineral Spring Village was paid sixty 
cents for mending broken chains. Three days were spent on the 
road, so Harvey Gilmore was reimbursed for "entertainment" to the 
extent of $2.20. At last the giant reached its destination and Squire 
Gilmore totalled the modest cost as follows: 
to self, Harvey and four oxen one day each haling doorstone $1. 83 
Harvey and four oxen two days 2 . 69 
Abner Bailey and four oxen three days 3. 00 
Luke Nichols' oxen three days [without driver] 1. 50 
Willard's oxen one day . 50 
paid Harvey for entertainment at Marlborough 2. 20 
Aaron Bolster's oxen one day . 50 
Elias Mann's oxen one day . 50 
Blacksmith, Mineral Spring Village, for mending chains that were broken ___ · 6_0 

With cost of stone at Marlborough added 

Total cost of doorstone at meeting-house 

$13.32 
27.62 

$40.94 

For many days David Gilmore worked on the foundation, digging 
and lifting and superintending the work at fifty cents a day. Oliver 
Warren, one of the most skilled of the old stone masons, whose best 
memorial is the Stone House at East Jaffrey, was paid $82.66 for 
stones and labor; Jacob Newell, another stone mason, for stones and 
labor, $38.65. The structure above the foundation, exclusive of 
some work on the vestry, was contracted to Aaron P. Howland for 
the round sum of $1,900. There were many lesser charges, all of a 
marvellously small amount, of which the following bill of Benjamin 
Pierce, who lived near Contoocook Lake and came with his oxen three 
miles to his work, may be taken as an example. 

June 14, 1831, 
16 
17 
18 
21 
30 

Nov. 

1 day self oxen and cart 
To drawing two loads 

" 1 day self and oxen and horse 
" 1 " " " ,, 
" 1 " self and oxen and horse 
" carting one load of timber for pillows [pillars] 
" 2 day & oxen 

$ .92 
.46 

1.17 
.92 

1.17 
.46 

1.83 

$6.93 
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The contract with Thomas Adams called also for the lower steps, 
the door- and window-sills, the split underpinning stones two feet 
wide, and all hammered stone required for the building. The speci
fications required "that all stone supplied be of good quality as to 
soundness of colour and otherwise suitable for building a meeting
house." He lived up to his contract and asked no "extras," being 
paid a total amount of $96.41; while Harvey Gilmore went again to 
Marlborough with eight oxen to bring back the window-sills and 
stones that were left, for which he was paid $2.17. 

In the new Brick Meeting-house Reverend Laban Ainsworth con
tinued as pastor of the church, with his colleagues (see Meeting-house 
and Minister), until his death in 1858. His successors have been 
Rev. John S. Batchelder 1858-65 Rev. Ralph E. Danforth 1911-19 
Rev. Rufus Case 1868-75 Rev. David C. Torrey 1920-32 
Rev. William W. Livingston 1878-1910 Rev. Lathrop C. Grant 1934-

THE BAPTIST CHURCH 

The Baptist movrment in New Hampshire began in 1755, when the 
first Baptist Church in the State was formed at Newton. From the 
earliest settlement of the town of Jaffrey there have been among its 
citizens people of the Baptist faith. After the settlement of a minis
ter in Rindge, several of its citizens of the Baptist persuasion, after 
repeated protests against being taxed for the minister's salary in that 
town because "we are against those that Preach for money or those 
that ask pay for kindling a Fire on Gods alter," moved across the line 
into Jaffrey where, as yet, there was no settled minister. Thus 
Henry Coffeen came to Jaffrey from Rindge in 1770, and David Allen, 
Jonathan Jewett, and Nathaniel Turner in 1772. In 1774, only a 
year after the incorporation of the town, the following Baptists were 
recorded in Jaffrey: Henry Coffeen, Jonathan Jewett, John Hender
son, David Allen, Alexander McNeall, David Goodell, Nathaniel 
Turner, and David Stanley. After the settlement of a minister in 
Jaffrey until the passage of the Toleration Act in 1819, by which 
members of other denominations were relieved from payment of 
taxes to support Congregational preaching, there was more or less 
controversy upon the subject. 

The Baptist Church was the second religious society organized in 
Jaffrey. For many years the Baptists in Jaffrey and surrounding 
towns held their membership in the church in Temple until January 
3, 1814, when that church voted to divide into two churches, one to 
be located at New Ipswich, which should include members from Tern-
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ple and part of Sharon, and the other at Jaffrey, which should also 
serve members of the communion from Rindge and "such members 
belonging to the town of Sharon as shall choose to join them." The 
Baptist church in Jaffrey was organized with thirteen members as 
follows: Benjamin Prescott and his wife Rachel, Abel Parker, Moses 
Hale of Rindge and his wife Sibyl, Joseph Joslin, Thomas French, 
Alpheus Crosby, Isaac Kimball, Joel Adams, Elizabeth Newell, 
Hannah Davis, and Sally Stevens. The first meeting of the Church 
was held at the house of Joseph Joslin on January 28, 1814, and Ben
jamin Prescott was chosen moderator and Joseph Joslin "standing 
clerk." At this meeting the Church voted to procure preaching for 
"every third Sabbath the ensuing year to begin on the first Sunday in 
May next." Four years later, March 12, 1818, Elder John Park
hurst was invited to supply as the preacher once every two months, 
and April 14, 1825, Elder Cummings was hired to preach "two Sab
baths every two months." For many years the services were held at 
Schoolhouse No. One, near the home of Benjamin Prescott, and the 
rite of Baptism was performed at Cretia Brook, Tyler Brook near 
the Amos Fortune place, and on the sandy shore of Contoocook Lake, 
places hallowed in the affections of many. 

After the passage of the Toleration Act, the Baptists met on April 
27, 1820, at the home of Joseph Joslin to form "The Baptist Church 
and Society," which was incorporated in 1823. In 1823, when the 
occupancy of the town Meeting-house was apportioned among the 
denominations, the Society responded as follows: 

These Certify that we the subscribers are of the Baptist denomination and 
mean to support the Gospel Ministry in that order and request the Town Clerk 
of Jaffrey to record our several names on the town book as belonging to that de
nomination as we wish not to be taxed for the support of the Rev. Laban Ains
worth. 
Abel Parker Nathan Hunt Thomas French, Jr. 
Alpheus Crosby Benjn Prescott Daniel Emory 
Benj. Haywood Jr. Joseph Joslin Azeal Gowing 
Eldad Prescott Thomas French Berzilla Stickney 
Simeon Blanchard Paul Hunt Moses Stickney 
Luther Guy Moses Hunt Aaron Bolster 
Cummings French Levi Johnson Reuben Nutting 
Robt Goff Paul Hunt, Jr. Mark Marvle 
Wilder Joslin Wm Walton Joseph Joslin Jr 

Thereafter, until 1830, the Baptist Society enjoyed the use of the 
town Meeting-house on proportionate Sundays, about nine Sundays 
annually. (See :Meeting-house and Minister.) The division of 
time in use of the town Meeting-house was an equitable arrangement; 
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all had contributed to its erection and were entitled to their propor
tionate share in its use. 

By 1829 this arrangement proved inadequate and the Baptists, 
having on April 6th reorganized as "The First Baptist Church and 
Society in Jaffrey," voted to build a meeting-house of their own in 
Factory Village (now East Jaffrey) and let the framing of the house to 
Oliver Prescott for the sum of seventy-five dollars. Work was begun 
on June 15th and the house was raised eleven days later. The fin
ishing of the house was let to Aaron P. Howland for eight hundred 
dollars, who two years later was contractor for building the Brick 
Meeting-house at Jaffrey Center. The Baptist house was completed 
and ready for use on June 12, 1830, and was dedicated on June 30, 
with a sermon preached by Elder Fisher of West Boylston, Massa
chusetts. Upon the erection of its meeting-house, the Society ap
pealed to the town to provide a bell or to assist in the purchase of 
one by the Church, but, as help from the town was not forthcoming, 
the Church itself installed a bell in 1834 "in order to regulate the 
time of Religious Worship, and prevent disorder in attendance and 
accommodate the inhabitants in the East part of this town on funeral 
occasions." The following year, and for many years after, the town 
contracted with a bellringer to ring "the bell on the Baptist meeting
house." (See Bell Ringing.) 

In February, 1850, the Church was incorporated as "The First 
Baptist Church in Jaffrey." On the thirteenth of the following 
month, the former homestead of Reverend Calvin Greenleaf, the 
first minister in the new meeting-house, was presented to the Baptist 
Church by the following donors: Eldad Prescott, Oliver Prescott, 
John A. Prescott, Oren Prescott, Joseph Joslin, John Sanderson, 
Joseph Joslin, Jr., Josiah Mower, Jr., Jonathan J. Comstock, Samuel 
W. Pierce, Jonathan D. Turner, Paul Hunt, Jr., William E. Nutting, 
Jacob Adams, Josiah H. Carter, Orford Capron, David Lacy, Josiah 
Bemis, Luke French, Luther Cutter, Arthur Taylor, Caleb Cutter, 
Luke Carter, Samuel Ryan, and John Conant. It is now the par
sonage connected with the Church. Previously, in 1827, the Church 
had acquired by virtue of a gift from Harvey Gilmore, who lived on 
the place now owned by George M. Towne, the triangular lot east 
of the Church, now the Baptist Common, on which horsesheds were 
erected, but in 1851 land was bought west of the edifice to which the 
horsesheds were removed in order to improve and lay out the Com
mon "similar to a green in Woodstock, Vt.," in compliance with the 
deed conveying the land to the Church. 
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Jaffrey East Congregational (1850) St. Patrick's Catholic (1917) 
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Under the leadership of men of character in pulpit and pew alike, 
the Church has been a going concern to the present time. It has 
been served by the following pastors: 

Elder John Parkhurst, 1818 
Elder Cummings, 1825 
Rev. Calvin Greenleaf, 1830-35 
Rev. Appleton Belknap, 1835-46 
Rev. E. H. Bailey, 1846-61 
Rev. Franklin Merriam, 1862-65 
Rev. A. E. Reynolds, 1866-69 
Rev. E. J. Emery, 1869-73 
Rev. J. S. Haradon, 1873-75 

Rev. Leonard J. Dean, 1875-80 
Rev. T. C. Gleason, 1880-87 
Rev. R. S. Mitchell, 1887-89 
Rev. H. H. Manser, 1889-05 
Rev. R. A. Bakeman, 1905-12 
Rev. F. R. Enslin, 1913-21 
Rev. G. Stewart Campbell 1921-23 
Rev. Frank K. Neary, 1923-

Preachers licensed by the Church in its early years were Isaac 
Kimball, William C. Richards, John Nutting, Joseph Pollard, and 
William Dutton. 

THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

The third religious society in Jaffrey was the Universalist Church, 
among the supporters of which were many of the strong men of the 
town. It was organized on November 16, 1822, as "The First Uni
versalist Society in Jaffrey," with Captain John Stone as moderator: 
Caleb Searle, clerk; John Cutter, treasurer; and John Cutter and 
Colonel Oliver Prescott, committee. 

On the apportionment of the town Meeting-house among the 
several denominations in 1823, the "Universalist Society of Jaffrey, 
1823," presented to the town the following names of members: 

Edward Perkins 
John Stone 
Oliver Bailey 
Isaac Jewell 

Daniel Adams, Jr. 
Charles Witt 
Thomas Tylor 
Sewell Gould 

Benj. Prescott, Jr. 
Benj. Cutter 
Sam 1 Foster 
Eliot Powers 

Oliver Jewett Daniel French Sam 1 Stratton 
Roger Brigham Gershom Twitchel William Dean 
Levi Fisk John Cutter James Ingalls 
Oliver Warren William Hodge Sam 1 Buss 
John Gilmore Daniel Adams Benj. Lawrence, Jr. 
Cotton Tufts James C. Smith Nath. Cutter 
Ithamer Lawrence Adams Fisk Elijah Wellman, Jr. 

In 1829 the occupancy of the meeting-house was divided as follows: 
Congregationalists, twenty-one Sabbaths; Universalists, thirteen 
Sabbaths; and the Baptists and Unitarians, nine Sabbaths each, but 
after three years the Universalists were left to occupy the house alone, 
against the protest of many taxpayers, until 1844, when a building 
committee of Laban Rice, Peter Upton, and Samuel Smith, was ap-
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pointed to let a contract for building a meeting-house of their own 
in Factory Village. A lot was procured at the center of the thriving 
village on which the "Union Meeting-house," as it was called, was 
erected that year. The New Hampshire Sentinel of January 15, 1845, 
contains the following notice of dedication of the new house: 

The new Union Meeting house erected by the Universalist Society and others 
in Jaffrey Village will be dedicated with appropriate religious services on Wednes
day the 29th instant. Service to commence at 10:30 A. M. The friends of lib
eral Christianity and others from adjoining towns are respectfully invited to at
tend. 
Jaffrey, Jan. 14, 1845. 

A bell was placed in the steeple of the church in 1860, but was re
placed by one of superior tone in 1870; and since 1884 the "Town 
Clock" has tolled the passing hours from its steeple. 

The Church has been served by the following pastors since its or
ganization: 
Rev. Delphus Skinner, 1824 Revs. N. R. Wright and Andrew 0. 

Warren, 1855-56 
Rev. Warren Skinner, 1826 Rev. E. W. Coffin, 1857-67 
Rev. J. D. Williamson, 1833 Rev. J. P. McCleur, 1869 
Rev. Robert Bartlett, 1833-35 Rev. William J. Crosley, 1870-71 
Rev. J. V. Wilson, 1835-38 Rev. James H. Little, 1875-79 
Rev. Stillman Clark, 1839-51 Rev. F. W. Bailey, 1881-84 
Rev. S. W. Squires, 1852-53 Rev. J. S. Scoboria, 1884-1887 
Rev. C. C. Clark, 1854-55 Rev. Myron L. Cutler, 1887-1930 

Following the death of its pastor, Reverend M. L. Cutler, who for 
more than forty-two years served his people, the church has been 
without a minister and its members have attended the Jaffrey East 
Congregational Church. 

UNITARIAN SOCIETY 

A Unitarian Society was formed in the 1820's under the leadership 
of John Conant, and in 1829 was given the use of the town Meeting
house on nine Sabbaths during the year. It was, however, of short 
duration and Conant afterward joined the Baptist Church. 

THE JAFFREY EAST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Toward the middle of the nineteenth century the balance of popu
lation in Jaffrey was swinging toward the east, with the thriving 
village of East Jaffrey the focal point. Already the Baptist and 
Universalist societies had built meeting-houses there, but the people 
of the Congregational faith still traveled to the center of the town to 
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attend public worship in the Brick Meeting-house where the Reverend 
Laban Ainsworth was the venerated minister \Vith a colleague, Rev
erend Leonard Tenney. Convenience soon demanded a nearer place 
of worship and on March 24, 1849, a group of citizens in the village 
met at the house of John Verder, "to take into consideration the ex
pediency of building a meeting-house in said village, and forming a 
society for maintaining public worship in the same." The result of 
the meeting was that a building committee was chosen and a month 
later, April 24, land was purchased from Jonas M. Melville east of 
his residence. The New Hampshire Sentinel of April 19, 1849, car
ries notice of the forming of the Society as follows: 

Be it known that on the 14th of April, 1849, Liberty Mower, William Moors, 
and their associates of Jaffrey having subscribed their names to a constitution 
and by laws and formed themselves into a religious society and having chosen a 
moderator and clerk and the said clerk having recorded the proceedings, name and 
intentions in a book of record, to be kept by him hereby assume as the corporate 
name "Jaffrey East Congregational Society," with all the privileges, etc. etc. 

J. M. Melville, Clerk 
Jaffrey, Apr. 17, 1849. 

The building committee hired Samuel N. Laws to build the new 
edifice, which was completed in 1850. On December 10, 1849, 
twenty-three individuals requested letters of dismission from the 
church at Jaffrey Center and recommendation to the new church at 
East Jaffrey, and thus became its first members. By an ecclesiastical 
council which convened on January 9, 1850, the church was formed 
under the name of "The Jaffrey East Orthodox Congregational 
Church." On February 28, 1851, Reverend J. E. B. Jewett began 
to preach in the new church (see J. M. Melville biography), and was 
ordained on September 26, the same year, but on July 13, 1852, he 
was dismissed. His successor was Reverend George A. Adams. 

The new society was abundantly blessed with singers and musicians, 
and for instrumental music it was at first dependent on a violin 
played by a man named Newell, with whom, according to a chapter 
of "Chronicles," written twenty years after by a member of the 
Church, "the people were well pleased." In 1853, according to 
the same chronicler, the Reverend George A. Adams, a man gifted 
in music and a skilled workman withal, built the first organ used in 
the church. It gave forth melody under the skilled touch of Mrs. 
Dorcas Lacy for sixteen years or more, until the breath went out of 
it from age and a new organ was bought and installed in its place. 

Miss Rebecca Bacon, who died in 1876, left a legacy to the church, 
of which five hundred dollars was to be kept as a repair fund and 
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$3,217.50 was used in the erection of the parsonage, known as the 
"Bacon Parsonage," on land west of the church. In 1933 the Church 
purchased the present "Crombie Parsonage," which was named in 
memory of Miss Annie Crombie, who left a legacy to the Church. 
From time to time the church has been the recipient of other be
quests of money and fixtures. It has been served by the following 
pastors: 

Rev. J. E. B. Jewett, 1851-52 Rev. Edward I. Ross, 1890-91 
Rev. George A. Adams, 1853-57 Rev. William H. Stuart, 1891-99 
Rev. F. D. Austin, 1857-65 Rev. J. Sherman Gove, 1899-03 
Rev. C. W. Allen, 1863-70 Rev. M. F. Hardy, 1904-10 
Rev. John C. Gowan, 1870-71 Rev. David Howie, 1911-14 
Rev. D. N. Goodrich, 1871-74 Rev. Charles G. Johnson, 1915-19 
Rev. W. H. Dowden, 1875-80 Rev. John H. Hoffman, 1920-22 
Rev. J. C. Staples, 1880-83 Rev. E. Ambrose Jenkins, Aug.-Nov. '23 
Rev. E. J. Riggs, 1883-86 Rev. Bruce W. Cronmiller, 1924-30 
Rev. Moses T. Runnells, 1886-89 Rev. H. Rees Jones, 1930-33 

Rev. G. Gerald Parker, 1933-

ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH 

More than a hundred years after the organization of the first Con
gregational Church in Jaffrey, the first St. Patrick's Roman Catholic 
Church was built in East Jaffrey Village. Following the Civil War 
period, as stated elsewhere in the present work, the town underwent 
a change in character, with a decline in the old element in its popu
lation, which was supplanted by an influx of Irish and French Cana
dian immigrants. The newcomers were devoted adherents of the 
Roman Catholic faith and to provide for their spiritual needs, Jaffrey 
became a mission of the parish at Keene. The first mass in East 
Jaffrey was celebrated in 1869 in the Engine House, later in Town 
Hall, by the Reverend Daniel W. Murphy, pastor of the church in 
Keene, who made monthly visitations until the appointment of the 
Reverend Holohan as pastor of the Catholic Church in Peterborough 
in 1874. From this time until 1882 the East Jaffrey mission was 
served by Father Holohan. From 1882 to 1885 it was under the 
pastoral charge of Reverend E. E. Buckle, whose headquarters were 
at Wilton. In June, 1885, Reverend P. L. McEvoy was named resi
dent pastor of the Peterborough church, but in a few months he trans
ferred the pastoral residence to East Jaffrey, the property of Reuben 
Pierce on Main street having been previously secured for the pur
pose by Michael D. Fitzgerald, one of the most zealous supporters 
of the faith in the town. 



NEW DENOMINATIONS AND CHURCHES 235 

By this time the East Jaffrey constituency had increased in num
bers to warrant the building of a church edifice, and in 1886 a lot 
opposite the rectory was purchased by Reverend McEvoy for the 
purpose. Building of the church was immediately commenced and 
the first St. Patrick's church was dedicated in March, 1888, the mem
bership of the parish at this time being about three hundred. 

In 1890 Reverend Edward Furlong was appointed pastor of the 
parish and continued his labors until his death in 1906, serving also 
the Catholic population of Dublin. He was succeeded by Reverend 
R. A. Bernardin, who served from 1907 to 1912, when Reverend Her
bert A. Hennon was appointed the pastor of St. Patrick's Church. 
During his pastorate and under his direction the present beautiful 
stone edifice, which is a credit to the parish and the community, was 
Brected and formally dedicated in 1917. Four years later Reverend 
H. A. Hennon was transferred to Littleton, and was succeeded by 
Reverend William J. Cavanaugh, who served his people until 1933, 
when he was transferred to Manchester. In 1933 Reverend P. J. 
McDonough assumed charge of the parish, which is still keeping pace 
with the growth and progress of the town, and has at the present 
time (1933) a membership of 1,355. The first church building, 
€rected in 1887-8, now serves as a Parish Hall, having all conveniences 
for entertainments and social gatherings. 




